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2016-21 PROGRESS
All indicators are measured for the Halifax Census Metropolitan Area unless indicated otherwise.

Goal Measurement Baseline 2016 2017 2018
STATUS VS. 

BASELINE*
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Grow Halifax’s GDP to $22.5 Billion 

Source: Conference Board of Canada, Metropolitan Outlook (Winter)

$18.3 

billion

$18.6 

billion

$18.9 

billion

$19.2 

billion
Progressing

• Increase average annual income growth 

Source: Conference Board of Canada, Metropolitan Outlook (Winter) 1.2% 1.5% 1.7% 1.6% Improving

• Increase the total number of jobs 

Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey 224,100 226,000 224,600 233,400 Improving

• Increase the share of full-time work 

Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey
83% 82% 81% 83% Unchanged

• Increase the share of businesses that consider Halifax an

above-average place to do business

Source: Narrative Research, Business Confidence Survey

15% 23% 27% 26% Improving

• Reduce commercial vacancy rates in the downtown

Source: Cushman & Wakefield Atlantic, Office Marketbeat
14.3% 15.1% 19.6% 19.1% Worsening

• Increase the commercial property tax base

Source: HRM – Financial Policy and Planning
$7.8 

billion

$8.2 

billion

$8.3 

billion

$8.3 

billion
Improving
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Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey
239,100 240,700 241,000 249,000 Progressing

• Increase Halifax’s overall labour force growth

Source: Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey
0.5% 0.7% 0.1% 3.3% Improving

• Increase net interprovincial migration of youth ages 20 to 29

to Nova Scotia

Source: Statistics Canada, Annual Demographic Estimates

-1,300 -222 252 152 Improving

• Grow the international student body 

Source: Maritime Provinces Higher Education Commission
5,832 6,045 6,498 6,742 Improving

- ...and the gross share that transition into permanent residency 3.4% 6.9% 9.4% 12.6% Improving

• Increase net international immigration to Halifax

Source: Statistics Canada, Annual Demographic Estimates
2,097 5,501 4,427 5,405 Improving
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Grow Halifax’s Population to 470,000

Source: Statistics Canada, Annual Demographic Estimates
408,046 414,020 421,968 430,512 Progressing

• Increase Halifax’s overall population growth

Source: Statistics Canada, Annual Demographic Estimates
0.2% 1.5% 1.9% 2.0% Improving

• Increase the share of Nova Scotians who have a strong, or 

somewhat strong, sense of belonging to their community

Source: Statistics Canada, Canada Community Health Survey

76.4% 73.4% ~ 71.7% Worsening

• Raise the mean score on quality-of-life indicators

Source: MQO Research, City Matters, Public Opinion Survey
7.7 7.2 7.1 7.4 Worsening

- Good place to raise a family 7.7 7.8 7.4 7.6 Unchanged

- Outdoor recreational facilities 7.3 6.8 6.9 6.9 Worsening

- Indoor recreational facilities 7.2 6.8 6.8 6.9 Worsening

- Housing affordability 6.1 5.7 5.5 5.5 Worsening

- Arts and cultural events 7.4 6.8 7.0 6.9 Worsening

- City is easy to get around 6.6 5.9 6.0 5.6 Worsening

- Percentage who feel mostly safe 61% 80% 80% 87% Improving

• Increase library programming attendance

Source: Halifax Regional Library
209,772 213,576 224,072 254,813 Improving

- ...and in-person visits 3,595,902 3,613,986 3,618,317 3,617,008 Improving

PEOPLE 
• Following two very strong years for 

population growth, a new record 

was set in 2018 with a 2.0% increase. 

Over the past three years Halifax’s 

population has swelled by more than 

22,000 people.

• For the third year in a row, 

international immigration was far 

above the long-term average. 

• Halifax saw its labour force 

participation rate increase for the first 

time since 2009. As well, a�er three 

years of annual labour force growth 

below 1.0%, 2018 saw an increase of 

8,000 workers, a 3.3% jump.

ECONOMY 
• Halifax’s GDP grew by 1.6% in 2018. Among our benchmark cities 

Halifax ranked fourth in terms of 2018 GDP growth, behind Quebec 

City, Victoria, and Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo (KCW), but ahead 

of Regina and St. John’s.

• A�er reaching a record high last year, the Business Confidence Index 

for Halifax was essentially unchanged in our spring 2019 survey. 

�e shares of surveyed businesses expecting to increase sales, hire 

additional staff, make a major investment in facilities or equipment, 

and make a major investment in research and development remain 

significantly above long-term averages.

• In 2018, Halifax surpassed its record for cruise ship visits and total 

number of cruise passengers for the second year in a row and 

posted the most successful conference year in the city’s history. Total 

overnight room bookings grew by 14%, marking six straight years of 

growth in room bookings.

QUALITY OF PLACE 
• Construction on residential rental units reached a historic

high in 2018, yet demand is so strong for rental units 

that vacancy rates are still going down. In 2018, Halifax’s 

average apartment rent grew by 2.1%, the third highest 

increase among the benchmark cities, but still below the 

Canadian average of 3.4%.

• As of spring 2019, Halifax Transit charged the least (or in 

some cases a tie for the least) for single tickets, monthly 

passes, senior fares, and child fares for all six benchmark

cities. Halifax and Victoria are the only two of the six 

benchmark cities that do not have a reloadable card or 

digital payment system.

• Over the past decade, Halifax has experienced only 10 

days of Air Quality Advisories, the second lowest figure 

among the six benchmark cities. In comparison, St. John’s

had only three, Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo, Regina, 

and Victoria each had approximately 30, and Quebec 

City had almost 150.

*Growth Plan metrics with a specific numerical target for the year 2021—GDP, labour force, and population growth—are categorized 

as “On Track” if the current growth path leads to the target being reached or exceeded, “Progressing” if there is substantial positive 

growth, although not enough to reach the target, or “Not Progressing” if there is negligible or negative growth.

All other items are assessed in terms of the difference between the most recent result and the baseline figure, but without specific 

targets. “Improving” denotes substantial improvement, “Unchanged” indicates that the most recent data is not considered to be 

substantially changed from the baseline year, and “Worsening” means there has been noticeable deterioration. Note that because 

the status is determined in relation to the baseline year, an item may be characterized as “Improving” even though the item has 

worsened (or vice versa) from 2017 to 2018.
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