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Positive GDP growth forecasted, but …
EC

ON
OM

Y

4



Small rebound in consumer confidence 
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Another drop in business confidence
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Cost factors remain biggest concerns
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Nova Scotia ranks low on labour productivity
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Halifax GDP per capita essentially flat
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HRM tops half a million!PE
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Population closing in on 2027 targetPE
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International enrolment droppingPE
OP

LE

14



Stay tuned!PE
OP

LE

15



COMMUNITIES



New toys!
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Labour force target for 2027 within sightLA
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Strongest job growth in many yearsLA
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Unemployment rate holds steady in 2024LA
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Job vacancies retreat from spikesLA
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Rental market: Slight relief, ongoing strain 
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Roller-coaster of housing construction activities
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Construction still hitting record highs
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Home prices remained in the middle of the pack
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Most affordable Class-A office space
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AFFORDABILITY



Halifax #1 in purchasing power increase
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Poverty rate drops slightly
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Consumer insolvencies climb
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Majority remains trusting but gap shrinking
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Institution trust levels improve in most cases
W

EL
L-

BE
IN

G

36



Crime rates recede in 2023
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Sharp drop in family practice waitlist
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Well-being metric improves after 2024 slide
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Solid majorities remain satisfied
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